
4th Grade Unit 1 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals: Students will be able to draw inferences to understand the theme of a story in 

order to hold a discussion and write informatively.   

Standards: 
 RF.4.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  

 RF.4.3 (a): Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and 

out of context. 

 RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text w hen explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.  

 L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 L.4.4 (a): Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of 

a word or phrase. 

 W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

 W.4.2 (a): Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; 

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.  

 W.4.2 (b): Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples related to the topic. 

 SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

 SL.4.1 (a): Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 

that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  

 SL.4.1 (b): Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.  

Understandings: 
Students will understand themes of a text and 

analyze their development.  Students will 

summarize text to include ideas/details.   

Essential Questions: 
How is the central idea revealed through text? 

Students will know… 
 Theme of drama, story, & poem 

 How to infer 

 How to refer to details 

 How to introduce a topic 

 How to engage effectively in collaborative discussion 

 Beginning, middle, end 

 Summaries 

Students will be able to… 
 Identify most important events in a story and explain 

 Identify theme of a text  

 Summarize form beginning to end  

 Refer to details when explaining  

 Draw inferences  

 Apply grade level phonics 

 Convey ideas/topics through writing and speaking 

 Read multisyllabic words in and out of context 

 Use context clues 

Stage 2—Assessment 



ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—4th Grade Unit 1  
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

 Identify theme or central idea 

 Using essential details to understand/infer the theme 

 Summarize reference to essential details explicitly from the text 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Students have read multiple texts and types of texts. They have identified the theme or 

central idea of each and evaluated the use of details as the theme or central idea is 

developed. Students will choose a text to read. After reading, students will identify the 

theme or central idea of the text, and explain the use of essential details to 

understand/infer the theme. Using essential details from the text, students will write a 

summary. Students will share their summary with peers and justify their use of details by 

explaining how they evaluated them for importance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

 Summary 

 Discussion-explanation 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

 Theme or central idea is accurately identified  

 Complete summary with reference to essential details from the text 

 States each detail from the summary and defends with evidence, why the detail is in the summary  



4th Grade Unit 2 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals:  
Explore and analyze author’s craft of literary elements (setting, characters, & events)  

Standards: 
 RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 RI.4.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

 RF.4.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 RF.4.4(a): Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 RF.4.4(b): Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, group, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

 SL.4.1(c): Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and 

make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

 SL.4.1(d): Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in 

light of the discussion. 

 L.4.5(a): Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. as pretty as a picture) in 

context 

Understandings: 
Why and how indiv iduals, events and ideas 

develop over the course of a text.  

Essential Questions: 
How does the author’s use of literary elements 

(characters, settings, & events) affect a text? 

Students will know… 
  Literary Elements 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Identify literary elements  

 Analyze literary elements 

 Explain literary elements 

 Explain the use setting and how it influences the development of indiv iduals, events and 

ideas 

Stage 2—Assessment 

Students read a text and describe in depth the idyllic setting, characters, and events of the story, 

drawing on specific details in the text, to discuss how they develop over the course of the text.   

 

 

 

 

  



ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—Fourth Grade Unit 2 
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

Identify literary elements  

Analyze literary elements 

Explain literary elements 

Explain the use literary elements and how it influences the development of individuals, events and 

ideas 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: Students read a fresh text and describe in depth the idyllic setting, characters, 

and events of the story, drawing on specific details in the text, to discuss how they develop over 

the course of the text.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

Written description 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?  

Student products will include: 

 Complete description 

 Cite samples from the text 

 Communicates ideas clearly and concisely 



4th Grade Unit 3 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals:  
Explore and explain the major differences of poems, drama, and prose, referring to the structure 

elements, figurative language, and word meanings. 

Standards: 
 RL 4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics(e.g. opposition of 

good and evil) and patterns of event (e.g. the quest) in stories, myths and traditional 

literature from different cultures.  

 RI 4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively  (e.g. in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

 W 4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

techniques, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 SL 4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 

themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 L 4.3 Use knowledge of language and it conventions when writing speaking, reading or 

listening. 

Understandings: 
Interpret words and analyze how word 

choices/figurative language shape meaning or 

tone.  

Analyze the structure of text and how the parts 

relate to the whole.   

Essential Questions: 
How does the author’s use of language shape 

the meaning or tone of the text?  

How does the author’s use of structure influence 

the reader’s understanding?   

 

Students will know… 
 Figurative language, literary elements, structural elements of drama, poetry, and prose 

 Narrative writing 

 

Students will be able to… 
 Identify and explain the structural elements of poetry 

 Identify and explain the structural elements of drama 

 Identify and explain the structural elements of prose 

 Compare structures of various types of poetry and use of poetic devices 

 Explain differences among drama, poetry and prose 

 Explain the meaning of words and nuances 

 Explain the meaning of figurative language 

 Write narratives (poems & dramas) to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Stage 2—Assessment 

Students refer to the structural elements (e.g. verse, rhythm, meter) when analyzing a poem (ie 

Casey at the Bat) and contrasting the impact and differences of those elements to a 

prose/drama. 

 

  



 

ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—Fourth Grade Unit 3 
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

Structural elements of poetry, drama, & prose 

Figurat ive language (idioms, proverbs, adages)/word meaning  

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: Students refer to the structural elements (e.g. verse, rhythm, meter) when 

analyzing a poem (ie Casey at the Bat) and contrast ing the impact and differences of 

those elements to a prose/drama.  

 

 

 

  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

Written response 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

Scoring Rubric: 

 Identify structural elements 

 Contrast the impact (word choice) 

 Discuss differences of the elements in each 



4th Grade Unit 4 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals: 
 Students will understand the importance of point of v iew and structure of a text to develop their 

own opinions. 

Standards: 
 RL.4.6. Compare and contrast the point of v iew from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

 RI.4.5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

 RI.4.6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or 

topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

 W.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of v iew with reasons and 

information.  

 SL.4.3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

 L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Understandings: 
Students will understand… 

 Point of view of narration as first and third 

person 

 Point of view of perspective as author’s 

viewpoint 

 How author’s purpose shapes the style or 

structure of the text 

Essential Questions: 

How does the author’s point of view shape the 

text?   
How is the author’s purpose reflected through 

the use of structures? 

 

Students will know… 
 Point of v iew narration (First and Third Person) 

 Point of view perspective (Author’s Viewpoint) 
 Firsthand & secondhand accounts 

 Text structures of information text—(Cause/Effect, Chronological, Compare/Contrast, 

Problem/ Solution, Sequence) 

 Components of opinion 

 Meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

 

Students will be able to… 

 Identify point of view narration as 1st or 3rd Person 

 Compare/contrast 1st & 3rd person point of view narration across texts 

 Identify author’s view point as perspective 

 Compare firsthand and secondhand accounts of the same event 

 Identify the author’s purpose  

 Identify the structure of a non-fiction text 

 Formulate an opinion supporting a point of view with reasons and information 

 Determine the mean of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

Stage 2—Assessment 

  

 

 



ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—4th Grade Unit 4 

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

 Comparison of author’s viewpoint and narration 

 Comparison of firsthand and secondhand account of the same event 

 Describe the differences in focus and information provided in multiple accounts 

 Opinion support a point of view with reasons and information 

 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Given both a firsthand account and a secondhand account of the same event, students 

will compare the author’s view points in each text. Write a comparison of the two texts to 

discuss how the event is portrayed across varying viewpoints. Choose one of the texts and 

explain which one has more meaning to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

 Comparison of firsthand and secondhand account 

 Explanation (written explanation) of the chosen text 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated? 

 Compare includes discussion of the differences between the viewpoints of both authors, in focus and 

information 

 Explanation clearly states the students point of view supported with reasons and information  



4th Grade Unit 5 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals: Students will understand the treatment of themes and topics within texts.   

Standards: 
 RL.4.5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of 

characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about 

a text. 

 RI .4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 RF.4.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 RF.4.4.c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary. 

 W.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and v isual displays to presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

 L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

 L.4.5.a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in 

context. 

 L.4.5.b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

 L.4.5.c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) 

and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

Understandings: 
Students will analyze how two or more texts 

address similar themes to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches authors take.  

 

Essential Questions: 
How do authors use similar themes to portray a 

central message?   

 
Students will know… 

 Compare/contrast 

 Topics (good vs. evil) 

 Patterns of events 

 Myths 

 Traditional literature 

 Plot 

 Interpret information 

 Narratives (how to develop) 

 Knowledge of language / conventions  

 Key ideas/ details 

Students will be able to… 

 Explain how knowledge of a topic increases understanding of literature that addresses the topic.   

 Explain what happens to characters that are the same/different.  

 Explain how characters solve problems in different ways.  

 Explain how the plots are the same/different across text.   

 Apply language/ conventions through writing/speaking 

 Explain how diagrams and images help you understand what you are reading  

 Find (cite) the reason the author gives in the text  

 Identify the important ideas and explain how they found each  

 Write a narrative (real or imagined) that conveys a common theme 

Stage 2—Assessment 

  



ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—4th Grade Unit 5 

 
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

 Treatments of similar themes, topics and patterns of events vary across 

cultures 

 Narratives develop real or imaged experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details and clear event sequencing 

 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 

Students have read and compared a variety of texts with similar themes, topics and 

patterns of events from different cultures. Given six texts with a common theme, students 

will read two texts of their choice and identify the common theme. Students will write a 

narrative centered around the identified theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

A narrative 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?  

 Theme of the narrative is the same as that of the chosen text 

 Narrative includes essential details to enable the reader to infer and understand the theme 

 Narrative has natural sequence of events with descriptive details  



4th Grade Unit 6 

Stage 1—Desired Outcomes 

Established Goals:  
Analyze the use of language as it is used across tasks.  Delineate and evaluate an author’s claims, 

ideas and/or opinions in a text.   

Standards: 
 RL.4.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

those that allude to significant characters found in mythology. 

 RI.4.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

text. 

 W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of v iew with reasons and 

information. 

 SL4.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including v isually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 L4.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of 

being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., 

wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation.) 

Understandings: 
Meanings of words and phrases can shape the 

meaning of the text.  

Text can define the meaning of words and 

phrases.  

Authors (or you as the author/reader) use 

reasons and evidence to support specific claims 

and ideas in a text.   

Essential Questions: 
How does the author support opinions, claims 

and ideas in a text?   

 

Students will know… 

 
 How to determine meanings of words and phrases as they are used in specific text.  

 That word choices can influence the meaning or tone of the text 

 That authors state claims, opinions, or present ideas 

 That authors use reasons, ev idence, and /or details to support claims, opinions or present 

ideas 

 

 

Students will be able to… 
 Determine the meanings of words and phrases using contextual evidence 

 Explain the interpreted meanings of words and phrases as they are used across text 

 Explain how the meanings of words and phrases may change from one text to another-

given the context  

 Identify the author’s claim, idea, or opinion 

 Identify the author’s reasons, evidence or details that supports the claim, idea or opinion 

 Explain the validity of the author’s claims, ideas or opinions based on the support  

Stage 2—Assessment 

Does heroism require overt acts of courage and bravery?  Who are some everyday people who 

are also heroes?  After reading articles about heroes such as “Foster Parents Are the Unsung Heroes 

of Kids,” Nominated someone you know who you feel is an unsung hero and support your opinion. 

 

  



ASSESSMENT TASK BLUEPRINT—Fourth Grade Unit 6 
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

Word choice/meaning how they influence the meaning or tone 

State claims, opinions, or present ideas 

Use reasons, evidence, and/or details to support claims/opinions, or present ideas 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: Does heroism require overt acts of courage and bravery?  Who are some 

everyday people who are also heroes?  After reading art icles about heroes such as “Foster 

Parents Are the Unsung Heroes of Kids,” Nominated someone you know who you feel is an 

unsung hero and support your opinion.  

 

 

 

 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 

Opinion Writing Prompt 

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?  

Opinion Scoring Criteria Writing Rubric 


